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! See, for example, Peter R. Jones, Spirit Wars: Pagan Revival in Christian America (Escondido,
CA: Main Entry Editions, 1997). For my evaluation of Gnosticism and similar worldviews, see DG,
216-220.
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% See I. Sailhamer, Introduction to Old Testament Theology: A Canonical Approach (Grand Rapids:
Zondervan 1995), 212-13. This phenomenon is known as “intertextuality.”
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8 Compare also my discussion of Abraham’s revelatory experience in Chapter 1.
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* Luther questioned the canonicity of James, because he thought it did not set forth a clear
doctrine of justification by faith alone. In this judgment, he was using a doctrinal standard to
determine which books belonged in the canon. He actually held a very high view of Scripture. He
questioned James precisely because he didn’t think that James met the very high standards he
assigned to the word of God. But the church as a whole, in all branches, has disagreed with
Luther on this matter: James’ teaching is indeed consistent with Paul’s doctrine of justification.
Like Paul, James teaches that we are saved only by a faith that is living and active (compare Paul
in Gal. 5:6). The church has agreed that the books of the canon agree with one another in
doctrine. Luther’'s exampile illustrates the danger of trying to determine the canonicity of a book by
applying doctrinal tests alone, and applying them in an individualistic way, without corroboration
from the community. The case of James requires some hard exegetical thinking on which faithful
scholars can disagree. Consistency of doctrine with other canonical books is a legitimate
criterion, however, when it is used as one among others. God’s written words must be in
agreement with one another. But discerning agreement and disagreement for this purpose
requires discernment and corporate consensus, given by the Spirit of God.
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° Compare on these matters my discussion of the sufficiency of Scripture in Chapter 32.



